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principles of language. After all my read-
ing and observation for the course of ten
years I have been able to unlearn a con-
siderable part of what I learnt in early life,
and at thirty years of age can with con-
fidence affirm that our modern grammars
have done much more hurt than good. The
authors have labored to prove what is ob-
viously absurd, namely, that our language
is not made right ; and in pursuance of this
idea have tried to make it over again, and
persuade the English to speak by Latin
rules, or by arbitrary rules of their own.
Hence they have rejected many phrases of
pure English, and substituted those which
are neither English nor sense. Writers and
grammarians have attempted for centuries
to introduce a subjunctive mode into Eng-
lish, yet without effect ; the language re-
quires none distinct from, the indicative ;
and therefore a subjunctive form stands in
books only as a singularity, and people in
practice pay no regard to it. The people
are right, and a critical investigation of the
subject warrants me in saying that com-
mon practice, even among the unlearned,
is generally defensible on the principles of